5 


"Giving Ant ns Charity,” © 


And Employing the Cc 39 4 "oh 


8 


A Grievance to the 


N A 1 10 N, 


Stat Queſtion, 


Whether Work-houſes, Corporations, and Houſes 5 
Correction for Employing the Poor, as now 8 
„ in England; or Pariſh-Stocks, as d in 

Pamphlet, Entituled, A Bill Fo the better Re- 

25 mployment and Settlement of the Poor, &c. Are LH 8 
ot miſchievous to the Nation, tending to the De- 

ſtruction of our Trade, and to Ener e the Num- = 


; er and 3 W the Poor. Th 1 
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To the Knights, Cirizens and Burgeſs in * 
amen Aſſembled. | 


. Gentlemen, 


E that has Truth. NET 8 aud d Intereſt of Eng- - 
| land in his Deſign, can. have nothing to fear from an 
- Engliſh Parliament. 

s makes the Anthor of theſe Sheets, however Deſ- 
beeable! in —— apply to this Honourable Houſe, without. any, 
A. or the. Preſumption. 5 

Gentlemey, however meanly dressed, and in whatſoever 
bad Company ſhe happens to came, was always entertain d at 
your Bar; and the Commons of Ez 2 arm, muſt ceaſe to act like 

themſelves, or which. is worſe, like their Anceſtors, when they 
ceaſe to entertain any Propoſal; tha dot offers it ſelf at their Door, for 


the general Good - >, Advantag n the Repreſent 
I Willingly grant, That "hs 4 Crime. . od Manners to in- 
terrupt your more weighty, Councils, and diſturb your Debates; 


with empty nauſeous Trifles in Value, or miſtaken Schemes, 
and whoever ventures to. Addreſs: You, 'ought to be well aſſur'd 
he is im the RNs. and. that the Matter ſyits the Intent of your 
meetii 3 viz. To diſpateſ the weighty. Aﬀairs of the Kingdom. 

And as I have premis'd this, ſa gal ſubmit to any Cenſure 
this Honourable, Aſſem by think L deſerve, if * — broke 
in q — 5 either 2 theſe Particulars. _ 
ave but one Petition to make with reſ pet to. the Author, 
and that is, That. no freedom. of Expreſſion, which the Ar 
ments: may, ehim 15 may he canſtru d as a want of Reſp 


and a breach 709050 due Beference every Nit Man owes to che | 
run Power of the Natian. 

t. would be Hard, that while IL am honeflly offering to your 
3 ſomething of W for the general Good, Pre- 


judice 
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44 
judice ſhould lay Snares for the Author, and private Pique make 
him an Offender for a Word. 

Without entring upon other Parts of my Character, 'tis enough 
to acquaint this Aſſembly, that I am an Exgliſb Freeholder, and 
have by that a Title to be concern'd in the good of that Commu- 
munity of which I am an unworthy Member. 25 

This Honourable Houſe is the Repreſentative of all the Free- 
holders of England; you are Aſſembl'd for their Good, you ſtudy 
their Intereſt, you 1 their Hearts, and you hold the Strings 
of the general Purle.. _ Le | 
To you they have Recourfe for the Redrefs of all their Wrongs, 
and if at any time one of their Body can offer to your Aſſiſtance, 
any fair, legal, honeſt and rationat Propoſal for the publick Be- 
nefit, it was never known that ſuch a Man was either rejected or 
b diſcourag'd. 95 . 5 
» And on this Account Icrave the Liberty toaſſure you, That the 
27 Author of this ſeeks no Reward ; to him it ſhall always be Re- 

ward enough to have been capable of ſerving his native Country, 
and Honour enough to have offer'd fomething for the publick 

Good worthy of Conſideration. in your Honourable Aſſembly. 

Paaper Ubique jacet, ſaid our famone Queen Kliaabeth, when in 

her Pr re thro? the a Or" ſhe faw the vaſt Throngs of the 

Poor, docking to ſee and bleſs her; and the Thought put her 

Majefty upon a continu'd ſtudy how to recover her People from 
that Poverty, and make their Labour more profitable to. them- 


| | felves in Particular, and the Nation in General- 

+] * . This was eaſie then to propoſe, for that many uſeful Manu-. 
7 factures were made in foreiga Parts, which our People bought 

1 tures wer „ which our People boug 

1% with Ezgliſh Money, and Imported for their uſe. 


The Queen, who knew the Wealth and vaſt Numbers of Peo- 

- ple which the ſaid ManufaQtures had brought to the neighbouring 

Countries then under the King of Spain, the Dutch being not yet 

Revolted, never left off endeayouring what ſhe happily brought 

to 1 ery the tranſplanting into England thoſe. Springs of Riches. 
Ne * . * 

She ſaw the Flemings prodigiouſly Numerous, their Cities ſtood: 

thicker than her Peoples og. ain ſome parts ; all ſorts of uſeful 

. ManufaQures were found in their Towns, and all their People 

hs Wers. 
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were rich and buſie, no Beggars, no Idleneſs, and conſequently 


no want was to be ſeen among them. | 
She ſaw the Fountain of all this Wealth and Workmanſhip, I 
mean the Wool, was in her own.Hands, and Flanders became the. 
Seat of all theſe . Manufactures, not becauſe it. was naturally 
Richer and more Populous than other Countries, but becauſe it 
lay near England, and the Staple of the Eng/iſh Wool which was 
the Foundation of all their Wealth, was at Aztwerpin the Heart of. 
that Country. 1 C 
From hence, it may be ſaid of Flanders, it was not the Riches. 
and the number of People brought the Manufactures into the 
Lom Countries, but it was the Manufactures brought the People 
thither, and Multitudes of People make Trade, Trade makes 
Wealth, Wealth builds Cities, Cities Enrich the Land round 
them, Land Enrich'd. riſes in. Value, and the Value of Lands En- 
riches the Government. | | 4 
Many Projects were ſet on foot in England to Erect the Wool 


len Manufacturer here, and in ſome Places it had found Encou- 


ragement, before the Days of this Queen, eſpecially as to mak- 

ing of Cloath,. but. Stuffs, Bays,. Says, Serges, and ſuch like 
ares were yet wholly the Work of the Flemings.. 

At laſt an Opporrunity offer*d-perfeQly unlook d for, viz. The 

Perſecution of the Proteſtants, and introducing the Spaniſi In- 


quiſition into Flanders, with the Tyranny of the Duke D. Alu. 


It cannot be an ungrateful Obſervation, here to take notice hour 
Tyranny and Perſecution, the one an Opprefſion of Property, 
the other of Conſcience, always Ruine Trade, Impoveriſh Nati- 
— Depopulate Countries, Dethrone Princes, and Deſtroy, 
A CCC ak 
When an Engliſh. Man reflects on it, he cannot witliout infi- 
nite Satisfaction look up to Heaven, and to this Honourable 
Houſe, that as the Fring, this as the Stream from and'by which 
the Felicity of this Nation has obtain'da Pitch of Glory, Superior 
to all the People in the World. _ _ 8 
Your Councils eſpecially, when bleſt from Heaven, as nom we 
truſt they are, with Principles of Unanimity and Concord, can. 
never fail to make Trade Hlouciſh, War Succeſsful, Peace cer- 


tain,. 
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tain, Wealth flowing, Bleflings probable, the Queen Glorious; 


and the-People Ha Ny. 

Out unhappy Neighbours of che Toy edi were the very 
Reverſe of what ve eſs our ſelves for in Tr + 

Their Kings were Tun their Governours Perſecntors, their 
Armies Thieves.and Blood-hounds. 

Their People Divided, their Councils Confas'd, and cheir Mi- 
ſeries Innumerable. 

D' Atvathe Spaniſh Governor, Beſieg'd their Cities, Devlimated: 
the Inhabitants, Murtherd their Nobility, Proſcrib'dtHieif Prinoes 
and Executed 1 80 Men by the Hand òf the Hang- man! * 
Conſcience was trampPd under foot, Religion and Wtorimgtt⸗ 
on hunted like a Hare upon the Mountains, the Inquifition threat · 
ned, and Foreign Armies introduc'd. 

Property fell a Sacrifice to Abſölute Power, the: Coumtrey was 
as, the Towns Plunder'd, the Rich Confiſcated, the Foor 

Trade Interrupted, and the ror. Penny demanded. - 

Thie Conſequenceof this Was, 4s in all Hrannies am Per cutie 
ons it is, the People: fled and ſcatter'd clicimſcivex in their Neigh- 
bours Countries, Trade languiſh'd, Manufacturescwent abroad, 


andi never return · d, Confiiſion: reign'd, "and Poverty ſucceeded; 


he Multitude that remain'd, Pulte d toall Extremities Len 


fore d to obey the Voice of Natüte, and in their on juſt D 


to take Arms againſt their Governonrs. 

Deſtraction it ſelf has its uſes in the World, the Aſhes of one & Ci. 
ty Rebuilds another, A Almighty, who never acts in vain, 
brought the Wealth of Exgland, and the Power of Holland into 
the World from the Nüine of the Flemiſh Eiberty, 

The Dutch in defence. of their Liberty . revolted, renothod 
their Tyrant Prince, and proſpet'd by Heiverand the. es 


Of England, erected the greateſt Cath inthe Wor! 


Innumerable Obſervations would flow 99 8 this part g's the 
preſent Subject, but Brevity is my ſtudy; Fam not oat King - for 
I know whol ſpeak to, vary relatiog and” obſerving cn donnexti. 
on of Cauſes, and the wonderou Births wich: Hy tHe er in the 
Wombof Providence, and are ſincę chme to life. 

Particularly how Heaven directe e Opp reffion and Pyrkiiny 


of the Poor ſhould be the Wheel to turn over the great Machine 


of Trade from Flanders into England. _ 


— 


L 
And how the Per ſecution and Cruelty of the Spcxiards againſt 


57 Religion ſhould be directed by the fecret Over-ruling Hand, to be 
the Faundation of a People, and a Body that ſhould in Ages then 
7 to; come, de one of the chief Pulwwafks of that very Liberty and 


$2; rRE 1 ion they ü | x0 deſtroy... os 1 tae 2 | 2 
re | wo " this. ge Nee of Trade and Liberty, England made 
2 Galnof whit ſhe never yet loſt, and of what ſhe has ſince en- 
creas d to an inconceivible Magnitude. 3. 
_ . (As:D'Alve worfied the poor. Flemings, the Queen of England en- 

1 7 *tertaind:them, cheriſted them, invited them, encourag'd them. 

* _*"Thoufandsof innocent Feople fled frem all Parts from the Fu- 
” | to oi 5 Maciels Mai, andas Eoojen to hw Hopoer has al 
 ÞZ ways been the Sanctuary of, her diſtreſsd Neighbours, ſo now 
mme was ſo to her 5 and particular Profit. 

*TheQueea who ſaw the Opportunity put into her hands which he 


„ had ſo logg wich d for, not only feceiy A kind! V Elemings, 
-: |} butinvied overall chat would ome, promiſing them all poſſible 

© Encouragement, Privileges and Freedomot her Ports, and the like. 
- | This brought over a vaſt multitude of Flemings, Walloons, 
and Datch, Who with their whole Families ſettled at Norwich, at 
I pſwieh, Colcheſter, Canterbary,, Exeter, and the like. From theſe 


ac aqe the Waloon Church at C 7 and the Datch Churches 
: | Norwich, Colcheſter and Yarmouth ; rom hence came the True 
| born Exglib. Families at thoſe, Places with Foreign Names; as. 

the De 2 at Norwich, the Reboms at Colcheſter, the Papilons, 


Ker. at Canterbury, Families to whom this Nation are much in 
" debt for the firſt, planting thoſe ManufaQuures, from which we 

' | thayeſince raisd the greateſt Trades in the World. 
= This wiſe Queen knew that number of Inhabitants are the 
Wealth and Strength of a Nation, ſhe wasfar from that Opinion, 
we have of late ſhown too much of in complaining that Foreigners 
came to take the Bread out of our Mouths, and-ill treating on 
that account the French Proteſtants who fled hither for Refuge in 

the late Perſecution. | | 

Some have ſaid that above 50000 of them ſettled here, and 
would have made it a Grievance, tho without doubt tis eaſie to 
make it appear that 500000. more would be both uſeful and pro- 
fitable to this Nation. "RET : 
| Upon 


< 


Ipſwich, &c. & 


© thebuilding che Durch Fort of Lilto or 
cay of that flouriſhing City of Antwerp. From hence it is plain 


Employing the Poor. | 


- 4, £ i 


Upon the ſetling of theſe Forreigners, the Scale of Trade viſt 


bly rurn'd both here and in Flanders. 


The Flemings taught our Women and Children to Spin, the 
Youth'to Weave, the Men entred the Loom to labour inftead' of 


Hoing abroad! ro tay then Fortunes, by the Wt, ths loveral 


rades of Bajes at Colcheſter, Sayes and Peypers, at Sudbury, 

25 at Ws, Serges at "Bika Silks at Farr 
, and the like, began to flouriſh. All the Counties round felt 
the Profit, the Poor were ſet to Work, the Traders gain'd Wealth, 
and Multitudes of People flock'd. to the ſeveral Parts where. theſe 


Manufactures were erefted for Employment, and the Growth of 


1 


 Evgland, bothin Trade, Wealch and People flnce that fine, as ir 
is well known to this Honourable Houſe ; ſo the Cauſes of it ap- 


pear to be plainly the Introducing of theſe Manufactures, and no- 


© Nor wasthe Gain made here by it more viſible than the loſs to 
the Kemings, from hence, and x 15 yaioly Toggeted from 


#4, © 


Mo on the Scheld, came the De- 


the Flemizgs, an Induſtrious Nation, finding their Trade ruin'd 
at once, turn'd their, Hands to other things, as making of Lace, 
Linen, and the like, and the Datch to the: Sea Affairs and Fil- 


—. EAI a At co att; 85 * 
Prom hence they become Poor, thin of People, and weak in 
Trade, the Flux both of their Wealth and Trade, running 


' Wholly into England, = 
I humbly crave leave to ſay, this long Introduction ſhall not be 


thought uſcleſs,when 1 ſhall bring it 2 the Proceſs of theſe 
Papers to the Subject now in hand, viz. The Providing for and 


Since the Timesof Queen Elizabeth this Nation has gone on to 
a Prodigy of Trade, of which the Encreaſe of our Cuſtoms 
from 400000 Crowns to two Millions of Pounds Sterling, per Any. 
is a Demonſtration beyond the Power of Argument; and that this 
whole Eacreaſe depends upon, and is principally occalion'd by the 
encreaſe of our Manufacturers is ſo plain, I ſhall not take up any 
room here to make it out. 


Having 
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Having thus given an Account how we came to be a rich, flou- 
riſhing and populous Nation, I crave leave as conciſely as I can to 
examine how we came to be Poor again, if it muſt be granted that 
ve antes io obs 4 ny 5 | 

By Poor here I humbly deſire to be underſtood, not that we 
are a poor Nation in general; I ſhould undervalue the bounty of 
Heaven to England, and act with leſs Underſtanding than moſt 


Men are Maſters of, if I ſhould not own, that in general weare as 


Rich aNationas any in the World; but by Poor Imean burthen'd 
with a crowd of clamouring, unimploy'd, unprovided for poor 
People, who make the Nation-uneaſle; burthen the Rich, clog our 
Pariſhes, and make themſelves worthy of Laws, and - peculiar 
Management to diſpoſe of and direct them how theſe came to be 
thus is the Queſtion, 1 5 
And firſt I humbly crave leave to lay theſe Heads down as 
fundamental Maxims, which I am ready at any time to Defend 
and:-mekecbye. i: % 954 21 org Tf nete 
1. There is in England more Labour than Hands to perform it, and 
conſequently 4 want of People, not of Employment. | 
2. No Man in England, of ſound Limbs and Senſes, can be Poor meer 
by for want of Work, „ if Bol | 
3. All our Work-hoaſes, Corporations and Charities for employing the 
Poor, and ſetting them to Work, as now they are employ d, or any 
Acts of Parliament to empomer Overſeers of Pariſbes, or Pariſhes 
Themſelves, to employ the Poor, except as ſhall be hereafter excepted, 
are, and will be pablick Nauſances, Miſchiefs to the Nation which 
ſerve to the Ruin of Families, and the Encreaſe of the Pour. 
4. That 'tis a Regulation of the Pour that is wanted in England, not 
a ſetting them to Wort. FTE none | x 


If after theſe things are made out, Iam enquir'd of what this 
Regulation ſhould be, Lam no more at a loſs to lay it down than I 
am to aſfirm what is above; and ſhall always he ready, when calld 
to it, to make ſuch a Propoſal to this Honottrable Houſe, as with 
their Concurrence ſhall for ever put a ſtop to Poverty and Beg- 
gery, Pariſh Charges, Aſſeſſments and the like, in this Nation. 

If ſuch offers as theſe ſhall be {lighted and rejected, I have the 
Satisfaction of having diſcharg?d'my Duty, and the Conſequence 
mult be, that complaining will be continued in our Streets. _ 

| _ „ 


to 
Man's Laboar, 
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Tis my misfortune, that while I ſtudy to make every Head ſo 
conciſe, as becomes me in things to be brought before ſo Honoura. + 
ble and Auguſt an Aſſembly, Iam oblig'd tobe ſhort upon Heads 
that in their own Nature would very well admit of particular Vo- * 


lumes to explain them. 


-/ L. L affirm, That in England there is more Labour than Hands 


to perform it. This I prove, . 
1%. From the dearneſs of Wages, which in Exg land ont goes 


all Nations in the World; and I know no greater Demonſtration in 
Trade. Wages, like Exchanges, Riſe and Fall as the Remitters N 


and Drawers, the Employers. and the Work- men, Ballance one 


another. 


The Employers are the Remitters, the Work- mem are the Draw- 


ers, if there are more Employers than Work- men, the price . 


Wages muſt Riſe, becauſe the Employer wants that Work to be 
done more than the Poor Man wants to do it, if there are more 
Work-men than Employers the price of Labour falls, becauſe the 
Pcor Man wants his Wages more than the Employer wants to 
have his Buſineſs done. | 55 

Trade, like all Nature, moſt obſequiouſly obeys the great Law 
of Cauſe and Conſequence; and this is the occalion why even all 
the greateſt Articles of Trade follow, and as it were pay Homage 

this ſeemingly Minute and Inconliderabie Thing, The poor 


I omit, with ſome pain, the many very uſeful Thoughts that 
occur on this Head, to preſerve the Brevity I owe to the Dignity 
of that Aſſembly I am writing to. But I cannot but Note how 
from hence it appears, that the Glory, the Strength, the Riches, 
the Trade, and all that's valuable in a Nation, as to its Figure in 
the World, depends upon the Number of its People, be they ne- 
ver ſo mean or poor; the conſumption of Manufactures encreaſes 
the Manufacturers; the number of Manufacturers encreaſes the 
Conſumption; Proviſions are conſum'd to feed them, Land Im- 
prov'd, and more Hands employ'd to furniſh Proviſion: All the 
Wealth of the Nation, and all the Trade is produc'd by Num- 
bers of People; but of this by the way. 

The price of Wages not only determines the Difference between 
the Employer and the Work. man, but it rules the Rates of every 
Market. It Wages grows high, Proviſions riſe in Proportion, and 


5 * 
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Ihumbly conceive it to be a miſtake in thoſe People, who ſay La- 
bour in ſuch parts of England is cheap becauſe Proviſions are cheap, 
but 'tis plain, Proviſions are cheap there becauſe Labour is cheap, 
and Labour is cheaper in thoſe Parts than in others; becauſe being 
remoter from London there is not that extraordinary Diſproportion 
between the Work and the Number of Hands; there are more 
Hands, and conſequently Labour cheaper. - 

Tis plain to any obſerving Eye, that there is an equal plenty 
of Proviſions in ſeveral of our South and Weſtern Counties, as in 
Torkſbire, and rather a greater, and I believe I could make it out, 


that a ele ez Man may live as cheap in Kent or Suſſex as in 


the Biſhoprick of Durham; and yet in Rent a poor Man ſhall earn 
75. 105. 9s, a Week, and in the North 44 or perhaps leſs; the 


difference is plain in this, that in Kent there is a greater want of 


People, in Proportion to the Work there, than in the North. 
And this on the other hand makes the People of our northen 
Countries ſpread themſelyes ſo much to theSouth, where Trade, War 
and the Sea carrying off ſo-many, there is a greater want of Hands. 
And yet 'tis plain there is Labour for the Hands which remain 


in the North, or elſe the Country would be depopulated, and the 


People come all away to the South to ſeek Work; and even in Tork- 


| ſire, where Labour ischeapeſt, the People can gain more by their 
Labour than in any of the Manufacturing Countries of Germany, 
# 1taly or France, and live much better. | 


If there was one poor Man in Eng land more than there was Work 


1 to employ, either ſomebody elſe muſt ſtand ſtill for him, or he 
muſt be ſtarv'd; if another Man ſtands ſtill for him he wants a 


days Work, and goes to ſeek it, and hy conſequence ſupplants a- 
nother, and this à third, and this Contention brings it to this; 
noi ſays the poor Man, That is like to be put out of his Work, rather 
than that Man ſhall come in Pll do it cheaper; nay, ſays the other, 
but I'll do it cheaper than you; and thus one poor Man wanting 
but a Days work would bring down the price of Labour in a 
EZ whole Nation, for the Man cannot ſtarve, and will work for any 
thing rather than want it. | 


It may be Objected here, This is contradicted by our Number 
of Beggars. 5 - | 
Iam ſorry to ſay I am oblig'd here to call begging an Employ- 


ment, ſince tis plain, if there is more Work than Hands to perform 


1 Y 
it, no Man that has his Limbs and his Senſes need to beg, and thoſe 7 
that have not ought to be put into a Condition not to want it. 4 
So that begging is a meer ſcandal in the General, in the Ableꝰ tis 
a ſcandal upon their Induſtry, and in the Impotent tis a feandal ©: 
r a rw fl 
- Nay, the begging, as now practic'd, ts 2 ſcandal upon our Cha- I 
rity, and perhaps the foundation of all our preſent Grievance----= 
How can it be poſſible that any Man or Woman, who being 
ſound in Body and Ming, may as *tis apparent they may, have 
Wages for their Work, ſhould be ſo bafe, ſo meanly fpirited, as 
to beg an Alms for God. ſake . Truly the fcandal lies on our 
Charity; and People have ſuch a Notion in England of being pit. 
tiful and charitable, that they encourage Vagrants, and by a mi- 
ſtaken Zeal do more harm than good. 1 
This is a large Scene, and much might be ſaid 2 it; I ſhall 
abridge it as much as poſſible----. The Poverty o England does. 
not lye among the craving Beggars but among poor Families, 
where the Children are numerous, and where Death or Sickneſs. |} 
has depriv'd them of the Labour of the Father; theſe are the 
Houſes that the Sons and Daughters of Charity, if they would or- 
der it well, ſhould ſeek out and relieve; an Alms ill directed maß 
be Charity to the particular Perſon, but becomes an Injury to the 
/ Publick, and no Charity to the Nation. As for the craving Poor, 
I am perſwaded Ido them no wrong when Tfay, that if the7 
were Incorporated they would be the richeſt Society in the Na. 
tion; and the reaſon why ſo many pretend to want Work is, that 
they can live ſo well with the pretence of wanting Work, they f 
X would be mad to leave it and Work in earneſt; and I affim of my © 
own knowledge, when I have wanted a Man fo fabouring work, 
and,offer'd 9 s. per Week to ſtrouling Fellows at my Door, the7 
have frequently told me to my Face, they could get more a ebe 1 
: Sing, and I once ſet a luſty Fellow in the Stocks for making the 
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xperiment. | F 
ſhall, in ics proper place, bring this to a Method of Tryal, 
1 ſince nothing but Demonſtration will affect us, tis am eaſie matter 
1 to prevent DeSging in England, and yet to maintain all our Inpg- Þ 
tent Poor at far leſs charge to the Pariſhes than they now are ob. 


* ig d to be at. 5 | | 
It ben Queen Elizabeth had gain'd her Point as to Manufactories 


3 


L 13 


dle in England, ſue had fairhy laid the Foundation, ſhe thereby ſound 
2 ovutthe'way how every Family might live upon their own Labour, 

Kis like a wiſe Princeſs ſhe knew:*ewould be hard to force People to 
da! Work when there was.nothing: for them to turn their Hands to; 
aut aſſobn tis ſhe had brought the matter to bear, and there was 
ha. Work for every body lrhat d no mand to ftatve, then ſhe apply*d 
ber ſelf to mae Laws to oblige tlie People to do this Work, and 
nos to puniſh Vagrants, and make every one live by their own La- 
0s bour; all her Succeſſors followed this laudable Example, and from 
8 hence came all thoſe Laws againſt ſturdy Beggars, Vagabonds, 
Tra  Stroukers,&:; which had tliey beto ſeverely put in Execution by 
our Magiſtrates, cis preſum d theſe Vagrant Poor had not ſo en · 
mi. creas d upon us as they haze. 
3 And it ſeems ſtrange to me, from what juſt Ground we proceed 

hal now upon other Methods, and fancy that tis now our Bulineſs to 
loes, find them Work, and to Employ them rather than to oblige them 
neſs. | From this miſtalken Notion come all our Work- houſes and Cor- 
the portations, and the ſame Error, with ſubmiſſion, I preſume was 
or- the birth of this Bill now depending, which enables every Pariſh: 
nay to erect the Woollen Manufacture within it ſelf, for the employ- 


= | - 4 
eosSm 


3 - 


"the © ing their own Por. = 2415 N 
or. Iis the miſtake of this part of the Bill only which I am en- 
hey during into, and which Lehdeavour to ſetin a true lich. 
Na. In all the Patliaments ſince the Revolution, this Matter has 
that been beſore them, and I am juſtified in this attempt by the Houſe 
hey of Commons having * appointed Committees to receive 
my Propoſals upon this Head. e. L. rb 


ok, As my Propoſal is General, I preſume to offer it to the Gene- 
they © ral; Body of the Houſe; if I am commanded to explain any part 
of it, I am ready to do any thing that may be ſerviceable to this 
dee great and noble Deſign. 1 ̃ 
2... As the former Houſes of Commons gave all poſſible Encou- 
ral, ragement to ſuch as could offer, or but pretend to offer at 
lter this ndedful thing, ſo the imperfect Eſſays of teveral, whether tor 
po- . private'or publick Benefit, I do not attempt to determine which 
ob. ave iince been made, and which have obcain'd the Powers and 
Conditions — have deſir d, have by all their Effects demonſtra- 
ories ed the weakneſs of their Deſign ; and that they either underſtood 
in 8 not 


not tlie Diſeaſe, , or: know not the proper Cure for it. 
The Imperfection of all theſe Attempts is acknowledg'd, not 
only in the Preambleof this new Act of Parliament, but even in 
the thing, in that there is yet occaſion for any new Law. a 
And having ſurvey'd; not the neceſſity of a neẽ Act, but the 
Contents af the Act which has been proposd as a Remedy in this 


Caſe; Ic cannot but offer my Objections againſt the Sufficiency of 


the Propoſal, and leave it to the Conſideration of this Wiſe Al 
ſembly, and of the whole Nation. | AT 

1 humbly hape the Learned Gentlemen, under 'whoſe Dire- 
Sion chis Law 15 dow to proceed, and by Whoſe Order it has 
been Printed, will not think himſelſ perſonally concern'd in this 
Caſe, his Endeavours to promote ſa good a Work, as the Re- 
lief, Employment, and Settlement of the Poor merit the Thanks 
and Acknowledgment of the whole Nation, and no Man ſhall 
be more ready to pay his ſhare of that Debt to him than my ſelf. 
But if his Scheme happen to beſomething ſuperficial, if he comes. 
in among the number of thoſe ho have not ſearch d this Wound 
to the bottom, if the Methods propos'd are not ſuch as will either 
anſwer his own as or the Nations, I cannot think my ſelf ob- 
lig'd to diſpenſe, with my Duty to the Publick Good, to pre- 


| ſerve a Perſonal Value for his Judgment, tho? the Gentleman's 


Merit be extraordinary. 271: 0 $169 211; 49 Senn S211 

W herefore,- as in all the Schemes have ſeen laid for the Poor, 
and in this Act now before your Honourable Houſe; the general 
Thought of the Propoſers runs upon the Employing the Poor by 
Work-houſes, Corporations, Houſes of Correction, and the 
like, and that I think it plain to be ſeen, that thoſe Propoſals come 


- vaſtly; ſhort, of the main Deſigu. Theſe Sheets are humbly laid 


before you, as well to make good what is alledg'd, vic. That 


ali theſe Work · houſes, Ge. Tend to the Encreaſe; and not te 


Relief of the Poor, as to make an humble Tender of mean plain, 


but 1 hope, rational Propoſals for the more eſſectual Cure of this 


grand Diſeaſe. 4d . lo blaoz 28-100 823 
In order to proceed to chis great Challenge, I humbly deſire: 
the Bills already paſs'd may be review d, the Practice of our Cor- 


poration Work-houſes, and the Contents of this propoſed Act 
examin'd. l 


1 


In 


WE. + 


In all theſe it will appear that the Method chiefly propoſed 
for the Employment of our Poor, is by ſetting them ro Work our 
the ſeveral Manufactures before mention d; as Spinning, Weaving, 
and Manufacturing our Engliſh Wool, 5 5 

All our Work-houſes, lately Erected in England, are in gene- 
ral thus Employ'd, for which without enumerating Particulars, 
I humbly appeal to the Knowledge of the ſeveral Members of this 
Honourable Houſe in their reſpective Towns where ſuch Corpo-- 
rations have been ereted, ESD 

In the preſent Act now preparing, as Printed by Direction of 
a Member of this Honourable Houſe, it appears, hat in order to 


ſet the Poor to Work, it ſhall be Lawfal for the Overſeers of every 


Town, or of one or more Towns joyn'd together to occupy any 
Trade, Myſtery, &c. And raiſe Stocks for the carrying them on for 
the ſetting the Poor at Mort, and for the purchaſing Wool, Iron, 
Hemp, Flax, Thread, or other Materials for that Parpoſe. Vide 


e 48 Pabhſ?4 by Sir Humphry Mackworth. 


And that Charities given ſo and fo, and not exceeding 200 l. 


L per Aunum for this Purpoſe, ſhall be Incorporated of Courſe for: 


theſe Ends. | | | ae, 
In order now to come to the Caſe in hand, it is neceſſary to 
premiſe, that the thing now in debate is not the Poor of this or that 
particular Town. The Houſe of Commons are acting like them 
ſelves, as they are the Repreſentatives of all the Commons of 
England, tis the Care of all the Poor of England which: lies be- 
fore them, not of this or that particular Body of the Poor. 

In proportion to this great Work, I am to be underſtood that 


| theſe Work- houſes, Houſes of Correction, and Stocks to Em- 


ploy the Poor may be granted to leſſen the Poor in this or that 
particular part of Exgland; and we are particularly told of that 


at Bristol, that it has been ſuch a Terror to the Beggars that none 


of the ſtouling Crew will come near the City. But all this al- 
low'd, in general, twill be felt in the main; and the end will be 
au Encreaſe of our Poor. | 

r. The Manufactures that theſe Gentlemen Employ the Poor 
upon, are all ſuch as are before exercis'd in England. 

2. They are all ſuch as are manag'd to a full Extent, and the- 
preſent Accidents of War and Forreign Interruption of - Trade- 
conftder'd rather beyond the vent of them than under it. 4 

2 


I 


| if 16 J 
Suppoſe now a Work-houſe for Employment of Poor Children, 
ſets them to ſpinning of Worſted,---For every Skein of Worſted 


theſe Poor Hauses er there muſt be a Skein the leſs e HY 


ſome poor Family or Perſon that ſpun it before; ſuppoſe the Ma- 
nufacture of making Bays to be erected in Byhopsg ate-ftreet, unleſs 
the Makers of theſe Bays can at the ſame time find out a Trade or 
Conſumption for more Bays than were made before. For every 
piece of Bays ſo made in London there mult be a Piece the leſs made 
at Colecheſter. 6 1 
I humbly appeal to the, Honourable Houſe of Commons what 
this may be ca}l'd, and with ſubmiſſion, I think it is nothing at all 
to Employing the Poor, ſince 'tis only the tranſpoſing the Manu- 
facture from Colche/ier to London, and taking the Bread out, of 
the Mouths. of the Poor of Efſex to put it into the Mouths of the 

FS a N 
If theſe worthy Gentlemen, who ſhow themſelves ſo commen- 
dably forward to Relieve andEmploy the Poor, will find out ſome 
new Trade, ſome new Market, where the Goods they make ſhall 
be ſold, where none of the ſame Goods were ſold before; if they 
will ſend them to any place where they ſhall not interfere be i 
and 


| 


reft of that Manufacture, or with ſome other made in Englapd, 
then indeed they will do ſomethiog worthy of themſelves, a 
may employ the Poor to the ſame glorious Advantage as Queen 
Elizabeth 50, to whom this Nation, as a trading Country, owes 
its peculiar Greatneſs, - - | 

If theſe Gentlemen could eſtabliſh a Trade to Maſcot for Eng- 
liſh Serges, or obtain an Order from the Czar, that all his Sub- 
jets. ſhould wear Stockings who wore, none before, every poor 
Child's Labour in Spining and Knitting thoſe Stockings, and all the 
Wool in them would be clear gain to the Nation, and the general 
Stock would be improved by it, becauſe all the growth of our 

Country, and all the Labour of a Perſon who was 
ſo much clear Gain to the General Stock. 


” 4 „ . 


* 


If they will Employ the Poor in ſome Manufacture which was 
not made in England betore, or not bought with ſome Manufacture 
made here betore, then — offer at ſomething extraordinary. 
But to ſet Poor People at Work, on the ſame thing which o- 

ther poor People were employꝰd on before, and at the fame titue 
not encreaſe the Conſumption, is giving to one What you take 
| away 


dle before, is 


: lo the Manutat 


[17] 


away from another; enriching one poor Man to ſtarve another, 
putting a Vagabond into an honeſt Man's Employment, and put- 
ting his Dibgcace Fi the Tenters to find out ſome other Work to 


mainta 

Asch Nee e At ate iel with Submiſſion for the 4 
hon, Dy cannot. b Cs ge fs Wand SID 5 5 
ing the Poor Pe 


Fa oymetit from the lace” where 
Was 5 1 — 8 A 


che 0 Mos 825 K 
bf fo ome 1 55 Welle — pm 
4»(8)o7'7 3,09 5d 15 vou will grant the 
Skill in Wor ci08 the fame, 8 208 the 7 hy ſame, that the 
muſt be m cheaper 1 in Midal *x than in Eſſex, -arid cheapne 
ertainly will make the Me; buy here rather than there, and 
0 e Bay makin ere r „ and che Staple 
0 -«fis Lov 5 . 
| af de, Und 457 buy a Pato- 
hid Set emegt, thoſerhat have numerous Families cannot fol- 
Kore and come u 0 London, for our Parochial 
Laws Impower a ade ſe them a Settlement, 
ſo that they are £onfitrd to their On ouinereyz and the Btead 
taken out of their Vourts, abd afl this to fed V agabônds, and 
to ſet them to Work; who by their. choies would be idle, and 
who merit the Correction of the Law. 
1115 ere is another Grievance which Tſhall endeavourto touchat, 
dee that wiſhes well tothe Poor does not foreſec and 
el 25 ith Rumble Submiffion to the Gentlemen chat contriv'd 
this AQ, ſee no notice taken of. 
There are Arcanas in Trade, which though they are the Na- 


1 


| tural Conſequences of Time and caſual Circumſtances, are yet 


me now ſo Eſſential to the Publick Benefit, that to alter or 
diſorder, them would be au irreparable Damage to the Publick. 

T ſhall explain my ſelf as conciſely as I can. 

The Manufactures of England are happily ſettled in different 
Corners of the Kingdom, from whence they are mutually con- 
vey*d by a Circulation of Trade to London by Wholeſale, like the 
Blood to che Heart, and from _—_ viper in leſſer quantities 

to 


gemper the Body, and I crave leave 99 Example or 


Gentlemen concert d in this 


T2 


to thoother parts of che Kingdom by Retail. For Exam le. 


 Serges are made at Exeter, Taunton, &c. Stuffs at Norwich; Bays, 
83. Shaloons, &c. at Colcheſter, 2 * Suabary, and Parts adjacent 


Fine Cloath in Sorper/et, Wits, Gloucrfterand Wore fterſpirt, Courſe 
s at. F. 7 "New. | 
dir Quantit to Todor | 
and receive — others Sorts in Nel for their >. uſe again. 
Norwich Buys Exeter Serges, Exeter Buys Norwich Stuffs; all at 
London, Torkſpire, Buys Es Cloths, Gloucefler Courſe, ſtill at 


Cloath in Torkſbire, Rent, Surry, &c. 
bury dc. Allt e ſend up the Gros of 


Tauche; andthe like, of a vaſt Variety of our Man Aures. | 
By this Exchange of Wrede ah of ny Fa- 
miliesare maintain d by the 


And on thisaccount I cannot but obſerve tq your Honour dae 


Nis well worth your e 12 7 alrea Lane 
a vaſt Woollen are s of Eg A 
don, is a manifeft — ed $þ t Woot: 


len Goods now-made.in Na ae ag within this few Years 


were noneat all made, — viſibly affected the ſeveral Parts, 
where they were before mad as, Norwich, Sudbury, Farthan, 
and other Towns, many, 
remov d hither, employ-t 45 Scl rg. in Work. Poor here, 
and leave the Poor gf thoſe Countries to ſhift ff | 


hoſe Principal 


ork. 
This Breach of the Circulation of T rade mult neceſſarily Di. 


Pl] preſume to give an omg in Trade, Which folxb 

their knowledge, be ignorant Re _ 
The City of N and parts adjacent, were for ome, 

employ'd j in the Manufactures of Stuffs and Stockings. 


Years almoſt wholly new. 


Now as the knitting Frame perform that in a Day. which would| 


otherwiſe employ a poor Woman eight or ten Days, by conſe- 
quence a few Frames perform'd the Wark of many Thouſand poor 
Feople ; and. the Conſumption being not increaſed; the Effect im- 

mediately 


e-carriage of Gods 
vaſt number of Men and Cattle are employed, and Fours of 
Inholders, Victuallers, and their Dependencies ſubſiſted. 


e are now 


may, withour RefleCtion upon 


Ages 


The Latter Trade, which was once conſiderable, is in a man- 
ner wholly tranſpos d into London, by the vaſt quanties ef worſt - 
ed Hoſe Wove by the Frame, which i is a Trade within this 20 


C 19 J 


mediately appear d; ſo many Stockings as were made in London ſo 
many the fewer were demanded from Norwich, till in a few Years 
the ManufaRure there, dns fugk; the Maſters there turn'd their 
hands to other Buſineſs; and whereas the Hoſe Texte from Nor- 
folk once return'd at leaſt 5000s. per Week, and as ſome ſay twice 
that Sum, xis not now wotth naming. 
in. Dis in fewer Years, and near our Memory, that of Spittle-fields 
Meg have fallen into another brunch. of the Normich Frade, viz. 
ill at making of Stufls, Drugets, 
| If any Man ſay the —_ - (Norfolk a are yet full ol! EMploy, and 
do not Work; and ſame have heen fo werk as to make chat Re- 
| ply, avoiding the many other Demonſtrations which could be gi 
ven, this is paſt anſwering, viz. That the Combers of Wool in 
Norfolk and Suffotk, ho formerly had all, or ten Parts in eleven 
and of their Narn Nee Ain tbe Countty, now. comb. their 
lane! Wool, e Vara in the Country, but ſend vaſt 
Quaasies of Land to be Woven; will any Man. queſtion 
i whether this be not a Loſs to Norwich; Can there be as many Wea- 
© vers as before? And are there not abundance of Work-men and 
8 Maſters too rewov'd to London? 
llt it be fo at Norwich, Canterbury is ye — a melanchol 5 


now ſtance of it, Where the, Houſes the Peop 
Hoff, and che Trade dye, becauſe — 1 — — are follow d the = 
51 ons Cure to Lowgdap,; and whereas there was within few Years 200 
ad Lonms 2% 1 2 Lam well N there are not 50 now 


w 22 in that C 
Jars oy: Re 5 poſing Manufaftures, and inter- 
1 rupn Jon 
787 EO bring av Ti FS manag'd by fewer hands 
101 * 50 hr — in theme neee to England i in Sn 
Tral, as ic be 


che E — of che Poor, unhinges thei 
4 _ from Ts on _ to REES our Hands to be Þ- 


N ire —— has been a very con- 
adler . for fear at Colcheſter and Sudbury for 


Bayes, Sayes, &c, a. of the Wal theſe Countries uſe is bought 
at Loxdon, and carried down woo oof Counties, and then the 
poor | Goods being Manuſactur d ire fo back to London to Market; 
t im- uon a the Manufac 2 befor all the poor — 
Sort = 


— — — 
— —— — 3 


of the People aſſemble. 


' = r ED bene 
Government, and eſpecially Depo ing to thoſe C 
the numbers of People, by reaſon af th 


[ Nitkew, and'boafted bfas 


- 


[ 26 J 
and all'the( Cartel who hitherto were Employ'd in that Poitave, are 
immediately disbanded by their Country, the Inkeepers on the 


Roads muſt Decay, ſo much Land ye for other uſes, as the Cattle 
Employ'd; ——— Tenertictit od the Roads, and all their De- 

pendent mnXgleeo 7 cor He 1% D 010331 927% : 

3 Tix — to — what a blow " wotild'be'to Trade in 
neral, ſhould every County but Manufacture all the feveral ores | 
of Goods they ve, it Would throw our Inland Trade igto ftrange 
Convulſions, which at preſent is perhaps, of fiks been; in che great 
eſt Regvlirity/of any im the World 

Wbat ſtrapge Wolk muſt it dben malte w hen every Town ſhall 
have a Manufacture, and every Pariſh be a Ware- houſe; Trade 
will be burthen d 1 · rere Iy equally. 


deſtruRtiveas Moniopolies,an this exfily be made ſo. 
ape 8 gebe Joes en, m by ſoon 
come to ſet i — — = things 
be made, a rn poorer fort Were 

to Trade there Thus the 8h 8, who: pay Taxes, 


and ate the Support of our inland SN "will immediately 
be ruin 'd, and thus we ſhall | beggar the th 


ron prob ide tor the 


25 Ds OM 28e aa (e 0 f\. IE 01 30 14 11 


or. 
Abc ile 170 ache Mabket"T owy! an 18 Hot 
pitala Store höhe, foi L946, andthe adja ddjacent Pa to which 


vaſt quantities of the Woollen Manufacture will de hon 


ted thither, wilt in time too great and di iſproportiott d Numbers 
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7 wi roul 
e ſueli vaſt 
len eo the 
mntri tries where 
chnfiderable i 10 £11119 015 Ar 3 74 Fey / 


* eminent Inſtanee ofthis to N 
topo 70 


ovy, which however defi e 
nopoly, and proves Injuriousa Mee to — Nition. The 
Perſons concern'd removin 9590 out 4 5 n to teach 
that EY Nato EG vyemenrs ate capable of. 


| iprovements 


Tho the bade keck ane St ed gle oleP 
about and follow the Ma 


It 
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lf che bringing the Flemingsto England brought with them their 
Manufacture and Trade, carrying our People abroad, eſpecially 
to x Country where the People work for little or nothing, What 
may it not do towards Iuſtæucting that populous Nation in ſuch 
Manufactures as may in time tend to the deſtruction of our 
Trade, or the reducing our Manufacture to an Abatement in Va- 
Jue, Which will be felt at home by an abatement of Wages, and 
that in Proviſions, and that in Rent of Land; and ſo the general 
Stock ſinles o C , . ee e 
But as this is preparing, by eminent Hands, to be aid bers 
this Houſe. as g Grievance meriting your Care and Concern, I 
omit inſiſting mit here. of 78% L N ud 
And this removing of People is attended with many Inconyent- 
encies vi H are mot eaſily perceived, as 
n. The iamediste fall of the. Valug of all Lane 
tries where the Manufacture were belary ; 


encreaſe inake Rents rife; and. 
removing; itho* the Proviſi 
yet the Price of them mult 


-oul bea _ 
r Which 
| Yoold deg the. De. 
[any 


more than it 


great and new Alterationa nabe Countries, 

as they would be to the F roſit of fame ——j 

triment of others, and can hy eans be.) 
4 convenient ;:f0c00 Wil Government ſtudirs to put any Branch 
of their Country to any particular Diſadvantages,.4ho? it may be 
found in the eral Acedunt in another Place. MAT 

- 1Hfirbeſanbhete wille Manmiacturepin every Pariſh, and that 
eb © + — — — © Ko 2. 

; Thumbly repr TW Nat ter nge Coal on fand perteuar er 

trimetit to the general Circulation of Trage entf hefone it mu 
be, to trave every Eariſn male its π n omA gan 


at It will make our Towns and ies independent of one 
| hic al will a 


another and puta damm to Oonxe 
— — in general. 


' 227 I Stan SIA \ 
24 Ic will ill us. tir various ſores and kinds of ManufaQtues, 
by which our ſtated” ſorts of Goods Will in time dw indle away in 
Reputation, and Foreigners not know. them one from 3 
8 | ur 


ownChoaths, * 


| T: 22 J 

Our ſeveral Manufactures are known by their reſpective Names; 
aud our Serges, Bay es and other Goods, are bought abroad by the 
Chafacter and Reputation of the Places where they are made, 
hen chere Thall Il come new urid iinheard-of Kinds to Market, 
ſome better, fome' Worſe, ast to heſtrenew Vadertakers wills 


if kinds, the Dignir and Reputation ofxheEngifh:Goods abroad 


Will be oſt, and fo't any Confuffons in ! Prado mult follow, as are 

thb n tor it; 9844 0. a8 be W nee 

Either qur Pariſh-ſtock muſt ſell by Retail, 

12550 liche rt tis dotdted they Il EN forry work of it, 

in having thr eee —— poer Merchants; 

55 Retail, then they turn Pedlars, will de * nuſance 
rade, and at laſt quite uin it. J09'1 10 POVORRSTG: 

. This will uin all the Carriers in; Egle, cher Wool-will be 

it is-ſhcer?d; every body will make their 

Trade 9 by running thro? 

iſo:fewjthar thotiandis 

this is the amy way to 


a mu tude of Hands, will g 6thea'thr 
Con pins, WER , 


et us to ener; oo to * more Hands than 


zem N 


'Tis the excellence isf0:plant- 

be hag he othro” as many _ 1 — ar ns 

a go e es ide. Work 

for the db oh As it is it Employs a great toultuude of P People, and 

can more; but if « confiienble.cumber of theſe Peopls 
be unhing*from! ther Ep w omnot but be. detrimen- 
tal to He 1 Senses Asi; .108 0? vn Ev 6.3 nn 10 


ſay we eval an D A dome. 
n thoſe We have; but 1 


s N en en lis 


ene over from  orcign Ferd. 


from all. com- 

mon Em mee pot · ce dur Manufacture; we may unc- 
70 fpoſe of Bur pd hy Fro tod matiy//for ſome 
les, Aud td. ew Tor Sand Iris hatin ſome parscof 
England it s ſo, what elſe can be „hy in our Southern 
Parts of Fn>1ind,” Kent e, borrows ene Speer of 
other Connie do ger i hes jo eNOt U⁰ον⁰e˙ yn ” yd 
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But if more Forreigners came among us, if it were 2 Millionsgy / 


it could do us no harm, becauſe they would conſume our Provi- 
ſions, and we have Landenough to produce much more than we 
do, god the 779 J aur Manufactures, and we have 
Wool enoug for any Qu anti 9 5 
I think ene with fubmiſſion, to etc Memufattures i in e- 
very Town to tranſpoſe the Manufactures from the ſettled places 
into private Pariſhes and Corporations, to parcet out our Trade to 
every Door, it muſt be ruinous to the Manufacturers themſelves, 
will t thouſatids ds of Fatniles out of their Employments, and 
take the Bfead out of the Months of diligent and ind rio amis 
lies to feed, Mea ry Thieves and Beggars, who ovght much ta: 
ther to be'compell'd, by Legal Methe 5 v0 leck that Work which 
it is plain bad, and chus this Act will inflead of ſettling and 
hue the. Poo oor, cncreaſe their Number, and fert ve ny beſt 
k eee 
Ic _— "OE , accotdingto'wiy firſt Propoſal Ps 9:0 000 
fider 1 2 N the'Poverty of our Peo So Ac- 
eee of Trade, what Want of Employ ment, what 
4 of Circumſtances makes our People Poor, and 
1 Burthenſom, and our Laws Deſieient, ſo as to make 
ore and other Laws Requiſite, and the Namen concertied'r6 ap- 
ply. a Remedy to this growing Diſeaſe. I Anfwery'! 7 
I. Not for Want of Work; and beſides What has been bald on 
_ that Head, 1 humbly defire theſe two thi may be cohſider d. 
Firſt, Tis apparent, That if one Man, Woman, or Child, ka] 
by his, or her Labour, earn more Money than wilt fobſiſt” one 
body, there muſt conſequently bono wanrof Work 
Mat would Work fot juft as miictVas:would: ot | Ru ly 
tham ſtarve- What 4 vat difference then mile: 
the Work and the Work-men; wem tis now hon that it Sp#- 


rlefields, and other adhacent we the City chere is nothing 


- more frequent than for a men Weaver, ef manyeſurts, fo 
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— — 5 Jy a no5-poomonowgh 10 £0 abroad tis PS- 
„ cars ning Se drives crow qs into the Armies and 
Seat ies to get Ee liſb-men to Liſt is, 1 5 ue 1 ne: in 
4 Eaſe, and he — —— 20, per Week at an. 815 
| muſt be Prunk or Mad, Mi when he 2 5 
| ne dt Head for 3 4. 6 d. per Week, but f 
1 there was no Mork 20 be had, if che Foor wanted Employment, 
| i they had not Bread to eat, nor knew deg to ear I en — 
; ſands of young luſty Fellows would fly to the Pike and Muſquet, 
and chooſe to dye like Men in the Face of the Enemy, rather 
than lye at home, ſtarve, periſh in Poverty and Diſtre 
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From all theſe Particulars, and innumerable nohappy Inſtances 
which might be given, *tis plain, the Poverty of our People 
which is ſo burthenſome, and increaſes upon us fo much, does not 
ariſe from want of proper Employments, and for want of Work, 
or Employers, and conſequently, 

Work-houſes, Corporations, Pariſh-ſtocks, and the like, to 
ſet them to Work, as they are Pernicious to Trade, Injurious 
and Impoveriſhing to thoſe already employ'd, ſo they are need- 
leſs, and will come ſhort of the End propos d. | 

The Poverty and Exigence of the Poor in Exgland, is plainly 
deriv*d from one of theſe two particular Cauſes, 

Caſualty or Crime. 

By Caſualty, I mean Sickneſs of Families, loſs of Limbs or 

Sight, and any, either Natural or Accidental Impotence as to 


ka he TE, 


\ 


- + Theſe as Infirmities meerly Providential are not at all con- 
cerw'd in this Debate; ever were, will, and ought tobe the Charge 
and Care of the Reſpective Pariſhes where ſuch unhappy People 
chance to live, nor is there any want of new Laws to make Pro- 


viſion for them, our Anceſtors having been always careful. to 


The Crimes of our People, and from whence their Poverty 
derives, as the viſible and direct Fountains are, Lei eint! 

1. Luxury. | 

2. Sloath. 

3. Pride. e f Aue n 91 19 229 

Good Husbandry is no Exnrliſh. Vertue; it may have been 
bogs over, and in ſome Places here it has been planted ir has 
thriven well enough, but tis a Forreign Species, it neither loves; 
nor is below d by an Exgliſb. man; and tis obſerv d, nothing is 


J. 
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ſo unwerſally hated, e treared with ſuch à generab Ch 


tempt as a Rich Covetous Man tho he does no Man any 
only ſaves his own, every Man wil have awilb word for him, it a 
Misfortune fiappens to him hang him a» cOvejHs fold Rogue, 
tis no Matter, he's Rich enough, nay when à certam great 
Man's Houſe was on Fire, I heve heard the People ſay one to a- 


nother, let it burn and 'twill, he's a covetous old miſery Dog, 1 


wont trouble my head to help him, he'd be hang'd before he'd: 
give us a bit of Bread if we wanted it. 
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Tho this be a Fault, yet I obſerve from it ſomething: of the 

natural Temper and Genius of the Nation, generally ſpeaking, 
they cannot fave their Money. 


Tis generally ſaid the Ezglrſh get Eſtates, and the Dutch ſave 
them; and this Obſervation IL have made between Forreigners 
and Eug liſb- men, that where an Engliſb-man earns 205. per Week, 


and bat juſt lives, as we call it, a Datch-man grows Rich, and 


leaves his Children in very good Condition; where an Engliſh la- 
bouring Man with his 9.5. per Week lives wretchedly and poor, 
a. Dutcþ-man with that Wages will live very tolerably well, keep 
the Wolf from the Door, and have every thing handſome abous 
him. In ſhort, he will be Rich with the ſame Gain as makes 
the Exgliſþ-man poor, he'll thrive when the other goes in Rags, 
and hell live when the other ſtarves, or goes a begging. | 
The Reaſon is plain, a Man with good Hus — and 
Thought in his Head, brings home his Earnings honeſtly to his 
Family, commits it to the Management of his Wife, or otherwiſe 
diſpoſes it for proper Subſiſtance, and this Man with mean Gains 
lives comfortably, and brings up a Family, when a ſingle Man 
getting the ſame Wages, Drinks it away at the Ale-houle, thinks 


dot of to morrow, layes up nothing for Sickneſs, Age, or Diſaſter, 
and when any of theſe happen he's ſtarv'd, and a Beggar; - 


This is ſo apparent in every place, that I think it needs no Ex- 
plication ; that Engliſb Labouring Peoplo eat and driok, but eſpeci- 
ally the latter three times as much in velue as any ſort af Forreig- 
ners of the ſame Dimenſions in the World. 3 

am not Writing this as a Satyr · on our People, tis a ſad [Truth ; 
and Worthy tha Debate and Application of the Nations Phyſigi 
Aſſembled in Parliament, the profuſe Extravagant Humour of our 
poor People in eating and drinking, keeps them low, cauſes their 
Children to be left naked and ftarving, to the care of the Pariſhes, 
vhenever either Sickneſs or Diſaſter falls the Parent. py 
The next Article is their Sioat us. 
4 Wo are the moſt Lazy Diligent Nation in the World, vaſt 
Trade, Rich Manufactures, mighty Wealth, univerſal Corre- 
ſpondence and happy Succeſs has been conſtant Companions of 
England, and given us the Title of an Induſtrious People, and ſo. 
in general we are. | OE toro DR 0 $29 7 
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But there is :; general Taint of Slothfulneſs upon our Poor, there's 
nothing more frequent, than for an Eng liſb- man to Work till he 
has got his Pocket full of Money, and then go and be idle, or 
perhaps drank, till *tis.all gone, aud perhaps himſelf in Debt; and 
ask him in his Cups what he intends, he'll tell you honeſtly, he'l] 
drinkas long as it la{ts, and then go to work for more. 

Ihumbly ſuggeſt this Diſtemper's ſo General, ſo Epidemick, 
and ſo deep Rooted in the Nature and Genius of the Eng liſh, that 
I much doubt it's being eaſily redreſs d, and queſtion whether it 
be poſſible to reach it by an Act of Parliament. 

This is the Ruine of our Poor, the. Wife mourus, the Children 
ſtarves, the Husband has Work before him, but lies at the Ale- 
houſe, or otherwiſe ales away his time, and won't Work. 

'Tisthe Men that wont work, not the Men that can get no work, 
which makes the numbers of our Poor; all the Work-houſes in 
England, all the Overſeers ſetting up Stocks and ManufaQures 
won't reach this Caſe; and I humbly preſume to ſay, if theſe two 
Articles are remov'd, there will be no need of the other. * 

I make no Difficulty to promiſe on a ſhort Summons, to pro- 
duce above a Thouſand Families er within my particu- 
lar knowledge, who go in Rags, and their Children wanting 
Bread, whoſe Fathers can earn their x5 to 2 55 per Week, but 
will not work, who may have Work enough, but are too idle to 
ſeek after it, and hardly vouchſafe to earn any thing more than 
bare Subſiſtance, and Spending Money for themſelves. 

I can give an incredible number of Examples in my own : 
Knowledge among our Labouring Poor. I once paid 60r 7 Men 
together on a Saturday Night, the leaſt 10s. and ſome 30 6. for 

ork, and have ſcen them go with it directly to the Ale-houſe, 
he there till Monday, ſpend it every Penny, and run in Debt to 
boot, and not give a Farthing of it to their Families, tho? all of 
them had Wives and Childen. | 

From hence comes Poverty, Pariſh Charges, and Beggary, if e- 
ver one of theſe Wretches falls ſick, all they would ask was a 
Paſs to the Pariſh they liv'd at, and the Wife and Children to the 
Door a Begging. | 

If this Honourabte Houfe carr find ont a Remedy for this part of - 
the Miſchief ; if ſuch Acts of Parliament may be made as may ef- 

fectually cure the Sloth and Luxury of our Poor, that ſhall make 
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3 bent 40 work Pn Manufactures, and thereby encroach- 
ing upon tlloſe 
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